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The Smart City myth

ÅSmart cities are the future ςtech innovation, investment 

ÅMost people live in cities

The case for smart places, building on smart city concepts 
where people and geography lie at the heart of design

So much more than travel, transport and parking apps ς
but location intelligence is central



7 smart places guides



ÅTechnologyςreliable, effective, agile, amendable

ÅStandardsand standardisation

ÅPeopleςdesigning for intuitive, safe and secure access

ÅData, Data, Data ςand information from data

ÅGeo data ςƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ

Critical components



Why it matters

1.Travel and mobility within and between urban areas and 
across the UK.

2.Environmental management, protection and access to 
areas.

3.Business growth and investment, stimulating a digital 
economy.

4.Education, skills, digital apprenticeships and jobs for 
everyone, anywhere.

5.Democraticrebirth, changing how politicians and public 
services engage with citizens.

6.Social and Community, improving resilience, safety, health 
and wellbeing.

7.Digital Infrastructure and technology for local business, 
public services and individuals. 



Smart Places ςChanging the Face of Local Public Services
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Smart Cities concepts are widening to whole regions, 
reflecting better how we all live, work and spend our 
leisure. Geospatial data is at the core of this, connecting 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
information with a locality. 

άDŜƻ-based technologies create digital transformation 
at its very best ςǿƛǘƘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜΦέ



ÅMassive growth in structured & unstructured 
data about people, places and things

ÅMassive growth in data collecting devices

BUT

ÅOur ability to keep pace and turn this into 
usable information has not kept pace. 

ÅThere is a ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜΩ of data


